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WE STRONGLY SUPPORT A $3M INCREASE TO MEET DEMANDS AND SECURE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO ARTS,
CULTURE AND CREATIVITY IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 

A majority of the state’s residents (65%) rated arts and culture organizations as highly important, well
above the national rating of 56%, in Slover-Linnett’s 2021 report Culture + Community in a Time of
Transformation.

FY25 BUDGET REQUEST
$28 Million for Arts, Culture, and Creativity

Public investment in the creative sector is a sound investment

Events and activities generated by the creative community have a multiplier effect across the
Commonwealth. Americans for the Arts’ recent study, Arts and Economic Prosperity 6, reported that
the average person who attends a performance, outdoor festival, or museum opening in Springfield,
spends an additional $31.85 in event-related spending on retail, parking or hospitality. 

 In March 2023,  the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis and the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies
reported that arts and culture was a $27.2 billion industry in Massachusetts in 2021, during the COVID
pandemic. The sector accounted for 4.2% of the Commonwealth’s GDP and 135,181 jobs.

Creativity and cultural experiences are highly valued by the constituents

Communities are stronger with art, culture and creativity at the center

Massachusetts’ 55+ Cultural Districts - supported by Mass Cultural Council grants - increase the
amount and improve the quality of public programs, which attract more people to gather in the
community. 

Public investment supports increased equity and access for all.

Thanks to the Mass Cultural Council’s grantmaking efforts, every legislative district receives funding to
support cultural non-profits, artists, and creative businesses. Meanwhile, private funding and
consumer interest result in a disproportionate distribution of earned and contributed revenue, often
overlooking Gateway Cities and rural communities. Public investments are necessary to ensure that
creativity is supported and nurtured throughout the Commonwealth. 


